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A MESSAGE FROM PRESIDENT & CEO 

MELANIE HALL

Part of “caring” means seeing an unmet need 
and moving to meet it. Here at Hospice of 
Huntington, we have frequently seen a need 

to help families sooner, in their home, taking all 
the time necessary to listen to them. In response, 
Hospice of Huntington continues our commitment 
to caring by now providing home palliative care 
in addition to our excellent hospice care. The 
combined programs provide the best care possible 
for those living with a serious or terminal illness.  

Hospice is the highest level of support within the 
branch of medicine called palliative care. Palliative 
care	services	increase	as	the	effectiveness	of	cura-
tive care decreases. When this occurs, patients and 
families need information and time to talk with 
physicians and other healthcare experts to help 
them make the best decisions possible. Tri-State 
LifeCare, a program of Hospice of Huntington, 
provides physician visits into the home to serve 
as an extension of the patient’s primary physician 
in order to better serve the patient and family. 
Having the time to talk with patients and families 
in the comfort of home is the heart and goal of 
Tri-State LifeCare.

Some patients are not yet ready, either medically 
or emotionally, for hospice services, but they — 
and their families — have many questions. This 
new service allows patients and families to learn 
how they can best manage and live with the illness 
they have. Because hospice is such a specialized 
branch	of	palliative	care,	Medicare	requires	specific	
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eligibility criteria. As seen in the diagram below, 
the palliative program allows patients and families 
time to learn about the course of their disease while 
still obtaining curative services. If at some point 
curative	services	are	no	longer	effective,	then	the	
patient and family already know “what’s next.” 
The transition to hospice care allows patients to 
live the highest quality of life for as long as pos-
sible. It allows families to be better informed and 
equipped to care for their loved one. 

I hope you enjoy learning about this new pro-
gram as well as our commitment to continue to 
provide excellent hospice services. Equipped with 
both home-based palliative care services, as well as 
our current high quality hospice service, Hospice 
of Huntington is better suited to provide the best 
care possible in serious illness and end-of life-care. 
For more information on all our services, please call 
our	main	office	at	1-800-788-5480.
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All bereavement sessions are facilitated by licensed and trained professionals. Reservations are required. Bereavement services are FREE of 
charge and are open to anyone who has experienced a loss. Your family need not have been served by Hospice of Huntington to par-

ticipate.	To	find	out	more	about	Bereavement	Services,	contact	us	at	(304)	529-4217.
 

1101 6th Avenue • Huntington, WV 25701 | (800) 788-5480 • (304) 529-4217 | www.hospiceofhuntington.org
 

Bereavement
CALENDAR OF EVENTS Jan - Mar 2019

The Grief Journey: A Six-Week Class
Through this six-week class, explore various aspects of grief and ways of coping with life changes after 
a loved one dies.

Mondays at 5:30 pm Tuesdays at 1:30 pm
January 7, 14, 21, 28 & February 4, 11 January 15, 22, 29 & February 5, 12, 19
 March 12, 19, 26, & April 2, 9, 16
This group will be held at the Emogene Colin Jones Hospice House. This group will be held at the Hospice of Huntington main office.

Save the Date: Camp Good Grief
April 27 & 28
Howells Mill Christian Assembly Camp • Ona West Virginia

Tribute to Laura Darby
Hospice of Huntington hosted a tribute event honoring Laura Darby, 

founder of Hospice of Huntington, on June 21 at the Woodlands Retirement 
Community. Past and present Hospice employees and volunteers shared sto-
ries	of	 the	first	days	of	Hospice	of	Huntington,	and	a	portrait	was	unveiled	
which	will	hang	in	the	lobby	of	the	Hospice	of	Huntington	main	office	at	1101	
Sixth Avenue, Huntington.

 
Volunteer Appreciation Luncheon

The annual Hospice of Huntington Volunteer Appreciation Luncheon was 
held on April 17 at Johnson Memorial United Methodist Church. Awards were 
given	for	hours	of	service	as	well	as	recognition	for	clergy,	office,	patient	care,	
development and other areas of service. A light lunch was provided as a token 
of appreciation for the hard work and dedication of our many volunteers. We 
thank you for all you do!

 
Heating up the Greens Golf Scramble

The 16th Annual Heating up the Greens golf scramble, presented by Chapman 
Printing, was held on August 13 at Guyan Golf and Country Club. Twent-four 
teams came out to enjoy the weather and the friendly competition. First, second and 
third	place	prizes	were	awarded	in	two	flights.	Congratulations	to	all	our	winners!
 
Endowment Trust Reception

An informational reception regarding the Hospice of Huntington Endowment 
Trust was held on May 3 at City National Bank in Huntington. Professionals from 
around	the	community	came	to	find	out	more	on	how	the	HOH	Endowment	Trust	will	continue	to	allow	Hospice	of	
Huntington to provide quality care to the community for years to come.

RECENT EVENTS
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STORY BY CARTER TAYLOR SEATON  |  PHOTOS BY RICK LEE

Meet Doctor

NIKKI COLE

 Dr. Nikki Cole has served as the full-
time medical director of Hospice of 

Huntington since 2015. 
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If the old adage that says if you love your job you’ll 
never work a day in your life is true, then Dr. 
Nikki Cole hasn’t actually worked the entire time 

she’s been associated with Hospice of Huntington. 
The West Virginia native and Marshall University 
graduate	has	worked	primarily	in	the	geriatric	field	
since she graduated from the Marshall University 
Joan C. Edwards School of Medicine 20 years ago 
with a residency in family medicine. 
At	first,	 she	was	part	of	a	private	practice	 that	

served nursing homes in the area. Then, almost by 
accident, she became associated with Hospice. In 2008, 
that private practice assumed the duties of Hospice’s 
medical director, Dr. Ann Conjura, when she became 
ill and was unable to return to work. During this 
period,	Cole	also	became	board	certified	in	hospice	
and palliative care which, at the time, was a new 
certification.	When	her	private	practice	dissolved	
she provided in-patient palliative care at Charleston 
Area Medical Center. 

Meanwhile, she and her husband Eric, an accoun-
tant with Brickstreet Insurance in Charleston, were 
raising two boys and two girls who now range in age 
from 10 to 20. They reside in Putnam County, which 

puts both Cole and her husband within easy reach 
of their respective workplaces. 
Dr.	Cole	says	she	chose	the	field	of	hospice	and	

palliative care because she believes the end of life is 
as important as all the other parts of medical care. 
“I think the medical community as a whole doesn’t 
acknowledge that and doesn’t talk with patients early 
enough about the planning that should be taking 
place: planning for decline, planning for the end of 
your life, planning for disease,” she says. This is why 
she jumped at the opportunity to become the full-time 
medical director at Hospice of Huntington in 2015.

Since then, according to President and CEO Melanie 
Hall, she’s been a real treasure. “One only needs to 
briefly	observe	Dr.	Cole	taking	care	of	a	patient	to	see	
both her passion and expertise in providing excellent 
medical care for patients in the later stage of illness. 
Her	specialty	certification	in	hospice	and	palliative	
medicine and her extensive experience equip her to 
make medical decisions that help her patients achieve 
the highest quality of life for as long as possible, while 
being as comfortable as possible,” she says.

Dr. Cole illustrates that with the story of one patient, 
a man with heart failure and peripheral vascular 

 

Dr. Cole says she chose the field of 

hospice and palliative care 

because she believes the end of 
life is as important as all the 
other parts of medical care.
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disease, who tells her each time she visits him that hospice is the best 
thing that has happened to him. “He was spending a lot, a lot of time 
in the hospital and that’s not how he wanted to live. Every time he 
would	get	out	he	would	go	back	in	within	a	few	weeks.	He	finally	just	
said enough is enough and went home with hospice.” Since then he’s 
been able to stay at home, he’s not been back in the hospital and he and 
his wife have a wonderful life. She continues, “He decided to focus on 
quality of life and I think that’s probably given him, even in his case, 
not always, but in his case, given him a little bit more quantity rather 
than being cooped up in the hospital all the time.” 

She also says, “We also have a lot of families who are just really ap-
preciative of the help and of someone willing to talk with them openly 
and honestly. I believe hospice allows patients to take control and take 
charge of how they want things to be at the end of life.”

It’s this warm and caring demeanor that causes Melanie Hall to say 
that Hospice of Huntington is truly blessed to have Dr. Cole serving as 
its Chief Medical Director. 

The Hospice of Huntington Endowment 
Trust	was	created	to	offer	much-need-
ed support to our patients and their 
families regardless of their ability to 
pay. Please consider giving to ensure 
that end-of-life care is here for many 
generations to come.

Ways to Give
Outright Gifts:

Cash	|	Beneficiary	Designations
Securities and Real Estate

Deferred Gifts:
Wills or Living Trusts 

Life Insurance | Gift Annuities 
Charitable Remainder Trusts

Charitable Lead Trusts
Grantor Lead Trust

Non-Grantor Lead Trust

For more detailed information 
on these types of gifts, you can visit 

hospiceofhuntington.org/ways-to-give

Contact Karen Dickson, Director of 
Planned Giving and Major Gifts today at 
(304) 633-2169 to make your lasting gift 
for the future of Hospice of Huntington.

By supporting the Hospice of 
Huntington Endowment Trust, your 
gift helps to secure our future of caring 
for those nearing the end of life.

A legacy worth leaving 
for future generations.

“I believe hospice allows 
patients to take control and 
take charge of how they want 
things to be at the end of life.”
     — Dr. Nikki Cole

Dr. Cole says planning for end of life care is important for patients to achieve a high 
quality of life for as long as possible. 



GEOGRAPHIC 

REGIONS
served by Hospice of Huntington

Your gifts support our mission to provide compassionate physical, emotional and spiritual care 
to patients with a life-limiting illness, and continued support for their families, regardless of 
their ability to pay. Your donation also supports specialized programs, including bereavement 
and counseling services available to anyone in our community.

Amount $_____________
(Please make check payable to: Hospice of Huntington)

Please accept my tax-deductible gift:
q	As a general donation
q	In memory of (deseased person) q	In honor of (living person)

Name of person to be remembered/honored: ________________________________________

Contact Information
Name ____________________________________________________________________________________

Address ___________________________________________________________________________________

City __________________________________________________State __________Zip__________________

In addition to me, please send notification of this gift to:
Name ____________________________________________________________________________________

Address ___________________________________________________________________________________

City __________________________________________________State __________Zip__________________

Thank you! By sending in this form and using your first-class stamp, you allow more funds for our programs and services.

Make a tax-deductible gift to Hospice of Huntington!

WEST VIRGINIA
Inpatient Facility:
Emogene Dolin Jones Hospice House
3100 Staunton Road  |  Huntington, WV 25702
304-781-8400

West Virginia Main Office
1101 Sixth Avenue  |  Huntington, WV 25701
304-523-6051

Lincoln County
357 Walnut Streetd  |  Hamlin, WV 25523
304-824-5800

Mason County
2118 Jefferson Blvd.  |  Point Pleasant, WV 25550
304-675-1127

Wayne County
8377 Rt. 152  |  Wayne, WV 25570
304-272-3500

OHIO
143 Township Road 1013  |  Suite #2
South Point, OH 45680  |  800-788-5480

Send your donation and this form to:
Hospice of Huntington, Inc.  |  P.O. Box 464  |  Huntington, WV 25709
ATTN: Development Department
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STORY BY JAMES E. CASTO  |  PHOTOS BY RICK LEE

Hospice	of	Huntington	is	now	offering	Tri-
State LifeCare (TLC), a home palliative care 
program.

“This is a brand new program for us,” said Melanie 
Hall, president and CEO of Hospice of Huntington. 

HOSPICE NOW OFFERING

HOME PALLIATIVE CARE

“We’re	just	getting	started	with	it.	We	began	offering	
it	in	January	and	have	been	gratified	by	the	response	
it has received. Thus, as the word about the program 
gets	out,	we	expect	it	to	grow	significantly.”

The program is new to Hospice of Huntington, but 

Kathy Thornton (left), Vice President of 
Clinical Services, and Cynthia Winger, M.D.
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understanding of treatment. It also helps your family 
caregivers and provides them with practical support.”

The Tri-State LifeCare palliative home care team is 
comprised	of	board-certified	hospice	and	palliative	
care physicians with extensive experience in geriatric 
and	hospice,	and	palliative	certification	for	nurse	
practitioners, nurses and social workers.

Patients are referred to TLC by their physicians by 
calling 304-399-0225. Also, interested family members 
may contact TLC for a referral and TLC will contact 
the patient’s primary physician for approval.

“Home palliative care may help bridge some patients 
to hospice care,” Winger said. “With hospice care a 
patient must be willing to give up active medical 
treatment	and	be	certified	to	have	a	life	expectancy	of	
less than six months. This is not usually the case for 
most home palliative care patients. While receiving 
home palliative care, people remain under the care 
of their regular doctor and still receive treatment for 
their disease.”

When TLC team members go into a home to check 
on	a	patient,	they	then	relay	their	findings	to	the	pa-
tient’s physician. “We’re not trying to get in between 
the patient and his or her regular physician,” Hall 
said. “Instead we’re simply trying to assist them in 
providing the best possible care for their patient.”

“Patients and their families have been very receptive 
and pleased with Tri-State LifeCare,” Winger said. 

“With hospice care a 
patient must be willing 
to give up active 
medical treatment 
and be certified to have 
a life expectancy of less 
than six months. This 
is not usually the care for 
most home palliative 
care patients.”

— Dr. Cynthia Winger

it’s not new nationwide, Hall said. “All across the 
nation you see more and more Hospices adopting 
this kind of program.”

Palliative care (pronounced pal-lee-uh-tiv) is spe-
cialized medical care for people with serious illnesses. 
This type of care is focused on providing relief from 
the symptoms and stress of a serious illness. The goal 
is to improve the quality of life for both the patient 
and his or her family.

Increasingly popular home-based palliative care is 
home medical care provided by a physician or nurse 
practitioner specializing in taking care of seriously ill 
patients who are living with the limitations caused 
by a chronic illness. These can include cancer, heart 
disease, lung disease, end-stage renal disease and 
other	conditions	identified	by	the	patient’s	primary	
care	provider.	Another	benefit	of		Tri-State	LifeCare	
is that it operates as an extension of the patient’s 
primary care physician.

“The TLC program brings a physician or nurse prac-
titioner to the home rather than requiring the patient 
to	go	to	the	doctor’s	office,”	Hall	said.	“Thus,	it	may	
also	be	appropriate	for	patients	who	have	difficulty	
traveling to doctor’s appointments, are homebound 
or not yet eligible for Hospice.”
“Home”	as	defined	for	the	program	can	be	a	private	

residence, an assisted living facility, senior housing 
group home, skilled nursing facility or any other 
location the patient considers home.

Kathy Thornton, vice president of clinical services 
at Hospice of Huntington, noted that the Tri-State 
LifeCare program has been welcomed by many pa-
tients and their families. “Everyone we have served 
so far has expressed gratitude for the visits and for 
being able to discuss the available options of care,” 
Thornton said.

“Home palliative care is appropriate at any stage 
of a serious illness,” said Dr. Cynthia Winger, a phy-
sician at Hospice at Huntington. “You can also have 
this type of care at the same time as you are receiving 
treatment to cure your illness. Home palliative care 
can focus on symptoms of both disease and treatment. 
Home palliative care helps you with a wide range of 
issues including pain, depression, fatigue, shortness 
of breath, constipation, nausea, loss of appetite and 
difficulty	sleeping.

“The program,” Winger said, “also helps you gain 
the strength to carry on with daily life. It improves 
your ability to tolerate medical treatments. And it helps 
you have more control over your care by improving 
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What is Home 
Palliative Care?

Home-based palliative care is 
home medical care provided by 
a physician or nurse practioner 
specializing in taking care of se-
riously ill patients who are living 
with the limitations caused by a 
chronic illness. The physician or 
nurse practitioner comes to see 
the patient wherever the patient 
calls “home,” whether that is 
a private residence, an assist-
ed living facility, senior housing 
group home, skilled nursing fa-
cility or other location.

Patients who 
may benefit 

from 
home-based 

palliative care:
• Stage 4 Heart Failure and CHF 
• Stage 4 COPD
• Stage 3 or 4 Alzheimer’s 
• Cancer
• Difficulty traveling to doctor’s 

appointments
• Homebound 
• End-Stage Renal Disease
• Not yet eligible for Hospice
• Medical conditions that meet 

hospice eligibility criteria, but 
the patient declines his/her 
hospice benefit

• Other conditions identified 
by the patient’s primary care 
provider

For more information, visit 
tristatelifecare.org 

or call (304) 399-0225

“They like that a physician comes 
into their home and is able to give 
them time to listen to their ques-
tions and adequately address their 
concerns. I feel very privileged as 
a TLC provider that I have been 
able to go into patients’ homes 

“Everyone we have served so  far 
has expressed gratitude for the 
visits and for being able to discuss 
the available options of care.”

 — Kathy Thornton, VP of Clinical Services

TASTE of HOSPICE

DIRECTIONS  Cook the bacon until crisp. Crumble and set aside.
Shred the carrots; chop the potatoes and onion. Place bacon, pota-
toes, carrots, onion, corn, thyme, parsley, garlic powder and stock 
in crock pot. Cook on high 5 hours or low 7-8 hours. Mix together 
the cornstarch and evaporated milk. Add, with the butter, to the 
soup mixture for the last 30 minutes of cooking time. 

SLOW COOKER CREAMY BACON CORN CHOWDER
BY BETSY WILSON

1 pound of bacon
4 potatoes
2 carrots
1 large onion
2 cans of corn
2 cans of creamed corn
1/2 tsp. thyme

1 tsp. dried parsley
1/2 tsp. garlic powder
4 c. of stock or water
1 (12 oz.) can evaporated milk
2 t. cornstarch
3 t. butter
salt & pepper, to taste

ingredients

This recipe is an excerpt from the Hospice of Huntington cookbook Fishin’ for Dishes, com-
prised of over 200 recipes submitted by community members, volunteers, staff and more. 
Cookbooks are available to purchase for $15 at the Hospice of Huntington office or by calling 
304-529-4217. 

and interact with patients, their 
families, their caregivers and even 
their pets. I enjoy the time that I 
am able to interact with patients 
and families. It truly has been an 
extremely rewarding experience 
for me.” 
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BRIDGE of 
Caring

Keith & Patty Adams
Bethany Adkins
Catherine L. Adkins
Jim Adkins
Kevin P. Adkins
Louis H. Adkins
Advantage Toyota
Betsy Albright
John L. Allen Family
Albert Allie
Michael	Aliff
John & Middy Aluise
Nora Artis
Robert Bailey
James & Joyce Baisden
Barboursville Women’s Club
Nat Baumgarder
Robert Belcher
Denise Blair Stombock Family
James & Lisa Blake
Kristina Brannock
Michael & Beverly Brannock & Family
Charlie and Mary Ann Brown
G.	David	&	Martha	Brumfield
Nell	Brumfield
Amanda & Craig Buell
Megan & Chris Buell
Vicki & Charlie Buell
C-K Florist, LLC
Tom & Cindy Cannon
Saundra L. Casey & Family
Chenoweth Children
R. J. Chenoweth
Larry & Dee Clark
Sid & Arlene Clark
San & Vivian Collins
John & Betty Cook

Linda Ballinger Craig
Kerry L. Crawford
Keith & Christina Creasy
Mary Anne Crickard
Ron & Jo Anne Cyrus
Samuel & Martha Dameron
Glennia P. Daniels
The Family of Shirley Broh Davis
Ron & Susan DeTemple
Bill & Lois Dolin
Roger D. Elkins
Bill & Suzanne Ellis
Fairland Middle School
Paul & Charlene Farrell
Trelma Fuller
Rose Mary Gadbut
Gene & Kim Gardner
Ethel Gilliam
Jeffrey	&	Patricia	Greenhill
The Family of Edward J. & Eleanor 

G. Hannel
Greg & Terry Deppner Hardin
John & Kimberly Hathaway
Mark Hathaway
Fred & Linda Haughey
The Family of Sara L. Henry
Michael & Elizabeth Hensley
Mary Hodges
Christi Holley
Scott Hensley
Marjorie Hollandsworth
Gregory & Patricia Holsinger
Lloyd G. Jackson II
Judy Ballinger James 
Kit Jenkins
Alberta Johe
James & Margaret Jones

Cal & Nita Sue Kent
Christie Kinsey
Patti Kirk
Peggy Kirk
Richard & Rita Klein
Thomas & Julie Klein 
Jerry & Sherrie Lake
Robert L. Lake
Dr. Margaret Lavery
James Leach
Lincoln County Advisory Board
James & Kathleen Linsenmeyer
Logan United Methodist Women
Ruth Lynd 
Mark Mauldin
Buck & Eileen McComas
Susan McCracken
Beverly McElwee
James & Sherrie Mears
Kay Mears
Corden Merritt
Family of Corden Merritt
Jerry	&	Shirley	Midkiff
Adelle Morrison
Karen & Edward W. Morrison Jr.
Earl & Frankie Newman
The Family of Virgil Nichols
Deborah Ours
Nancy Pauley
Pauline Pauley
David Perdue
Geraldine Perry Family
Dr. Cindy Pinson
Bobby Plaster & Janice May
Gene & Beverly Pofahl
Charles D. Pratt
Janis and Jim Pratt

Shadi Qasem
Suzanne Rabin 
Carlos & Nancy Ray
Mary Rhodes
Dr. Roberta G. Rice Estate
Chuck Ripper
Ron & Joy Roach
Judy Sammons
Steve & Martha Seithers
Ruth Drenan Sevy
Dr. William S Sheils, Sr. Family
Carol Ballinger Simpson
Fleetia Marie L. Sims Family
Jim & Gaynell Smith, Jordan-Smith 

Electric Company, Inc.
Bill & Dean Stark
St. Mary’s Medical Center Health  

Information Management
Jeffrey	A.	Strickland	&	Janet	Wolcott
Ben & Margaret Swindler
Laura Thackston
Pete Thackston
David & Gloria Thompson
Kathryn Thornton
Thomas Tippett
Joe & Omayma Touma
Donna Underwood 
David & Jacquelyn Vascura
Janet Wallace
Wayne County Advisory Board
Friends and Family of Maudie Weaver
Kristen Weekley-Cooley
Lois Weixler
Lynn Welker
Gwen West
Robert White
Luther Woods

Every attempt has been made to confirm the accuracy of this listing. If for some reason we’ve made a mistake, please contact us and we will correct our records.
West Virginia Neighborhood Investment Program (NIP) Credits Available.

For a complete list of donors visit our website, www.hospiceofhuntington.org/ways-to-give/donor-support-list.

Nestled on the banks of the Ohio River with 
a view of the 31st Street Bridge, the Emogene 
Dolin Jones Hospice House offers the perfect 
location for our “Bridge of Caring.” Leaves, 

clouds, waves and stones can be inscribed in 
perpetuity in remembrance or honor of a special 
person chronicling the growth of philanthropic 
support for Hospice of Huntington.

The “Bridge of Caring” Donor Wall is much more than a beautiful sculpture. In addition to recognizing significant naming 
gifts in a permanent and meaningful way, it also symbolizes our long-standing tradition of excellence in providing compas-
sionate physical, emotional and spiritual care for those with a life-limiting illness and continued support for their families.

Thank you to the following who have supported our Bridge of Caring through their generous donations.
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An	autumn	evening	filled	with	“beautiful	light,”	
or bella luce, is how attendees of Bella Luce 
VIII showed support to an organization that 

has long served as a light to the region. Hospice of 
Huntington’s biennial fundraiser, last held in 2016, 
was brought back by popular demand for 2018, said 
Karen Dickson, director of planned giving and major 
gifts at Hospice of Huntington. Bella Luce VIII took 
place Sept. 16 beginning at 4 p.m.

“Bella Luce is such a unique experience,” Dickson said. 
“We listened to our donors and the Friends of Hospice, 
and they all urged us to ‘bring the Bella Luce back.’”

The Friends of Hospice, the organization’s volunteer 
program, organized the event with the support of the 
Hospice	of	Huntington	staff	and	board.	The	co-chairs	
of this year’s even were John and Betty Sue Kinzer, 
who created the event in 2004, and Lisa McComas, a 
volunteer with the Friends of Hospice.

Bella Luce combines a cocktail party and silent 
auction with themed dinner parties in local homes 
and restaurants. John Kinzer, a former member of the 
Hospice of Huntington board, said the idea was inspired 
by a similar fundraiser in Lancaster, Pennsylvania. Of 
course, over the years, the Tri-State has made Bella 
Luce uniquely its own.

“It’s a genteel party,” Kinzer said. “It represents the 
mission of Hospice well.”

Attendees began the evening with a cocktail party and 
silent auction at the Marshall University Foundation 
Hall, before separating and proceeding to homes and 
restaurants for themed dinners. Silent auction items 
included a two-night stay at The Greenbrier, a Hilton 
Head vacation home stay, UK basketball tickets, a 
“Wheelbarrow of Wine” and a one-night stay at the 
Kentucky Castle in Versailles.

As in previous years, the dinner hosts decided their 
own themes and attendees made reservations for the 
home or restaurant they’d like to attend. Some of the 

themes for Bella Luce VIII were “A Night in Camelot,” 
hosted by Nathan and Colleen Adkins; “Denim & 
Diamonds,” hosted by David and Sharon Denning; 
“Scenes from an Italian Restaurant,” hosted by Paul 
and Charlene Farrell; “A Taste of Cuba,” hosted by 
Ed and Nola Pino and Isabel Pino; and “Gullah in the 
Garden,”	hosted	by	Joe	Hoffer,	Vivian	Kost,	David	
Castleberry and Barbara Ladner.

“Bella Luce provides us with funds to continue to 
provide high-quality care to our patients,” said Melanie 
Hall, president and CEO of Hospice of Huntington. 
“To sit down at a table for a meal and have that time 
of fellowship and fun, all for a great cause — it’s just 
a wonderful time.” 

BELLA
LUCE

STORY BY KATHERINE PYLES  |  PHOTOS BY NIKI RICE

The evening began with a cocktail reception at the Marshall 
University Foundation Hall. 

One of this year’s themed dinners was hosted by Emily and 
Dwight Saulle at Navarino Bay in The Market. 
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HONOR MEMBER
1 Million +
William C. Dolin

GRACE MEMBERS
$250,000 - $499,999
Anonymous Donor
Anonymous Donor
Garland C. Frasher Estate

DEVOTION 
MEMBERS
$100,000 - $249,999
Advantage Toyota
BB&T WV Foundation
Cabell County Excess Senior 

Levy Fund
Cabell Huntington Hospital
Lydia Anne Carver Estate
Laura G. Darby
The Darby Family Foundation
Sally & Sam Duncan
Verna & Jim Gibson, Sally & Bill 

Gibson
Jeffrey	Morrison
Yvonne & Gerald Sleighter 
   Estates
St. Mary’s Medical Center
Stanley Craig Westfall Estate

INSPIRATION 
MEMBERS
$50,000 - $99,999
Anonymous Donor
Margaret K. & Frank L. Adkins
The Earleen Heiner Agee &  

Robert W. Agee Fund of the 
Foundation for the Tri-State 
Community, Inc.

Orpha Beckett Estate
Claude Worthington Benedum 

Foundation
Charles Clay Estate
Linda & Bill Craig
Suzanne & Bill Ellis
Charlene & Paul Farrell
Ouraine G. Forbes
Nancy Francis
Mary Elizabeth & Lewis Glick
Marcia & Steve Hatten
Linda & Fred Haughey
Nancy & Earl Heiner, Jr. 
Charles D. Henson
Huntington Clinical 
   Foundation
The Huntington Foundation, 

Inc.
Fern & Bartow Ned Jones
Florine Keesee
Karen & Joe McDonie
Catherine & Alan Morrison
The Sue H. Moses Family
Trudy Phillips Estate
The Estate of Bernice S. Powers
Radiology, Inc. 
Sally Wilson
Residuary Trust
United Way of the River Cities

CARING MEMBERS
$25,000 - $49,999
1st and 10 Foundation
Jean Ann & David M. Adkins
Doris & W.B. “Bart” Andrews
Bennack-Polan Foundation
Janet E. Bromley
G.	David	&	Martha	Brumfield
Nell	M.	Brumfield
Chapman Printing Company
Joseph Cooke
The Earle S. Dillard Family

Joan C. Edwards Equity Trust
Michael J. Farrell
First Sentry Bank
Bob Fouch
Larry D. Fouch
Laurie & David Fox III
Mary Catherine & Stephen G. 

Fox
Guyan International 
The Hamer Foundation
William Douglas Hamilton 

Estate
The Mary H. & J. Churchill 
   Hodges Fund of the 

Foundation for the Tri-State 
Community, Inc.

Huntington Federal Savings 
Bank

Jordan-Smith Electric
Nita Sue & Cal Kent
Sheryl Ketchum
Kreps and Zachwieja 

Architects/Consultants, Inc. 
Dr. Margaret Lavery
McDonalds of Huntington
Adelle Morrison
Mary Moser Estate
Sally B. Oxley
Jane & Jack Rardin
Clara Reese
Rubberlite, Inc. 
Robert W. Simmons
Special Metals Corp, USWA 

Local 40
Steel of West Virginia/SDI 
   Foundation
Mellanie B. & Thomas R. 
   Wilmink II

Thank you!
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