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Caring Through the Crisis:
Putting Our Patients First
When life as we knew it came screeching to a
halt in March, businesses, schools, restaurants
and more closed their doors to weather the
storm. Though social distancing became the
main weapon to flatten the curve of COVID-19,
hospice nurses, social workers and certified
nursing assistants continued to see patients in
their homes and at the Emogene Dolin Jones
Hospice House without interupption. Armed
with personal protective equipment, constant
education on updated precautions, and the
compassion so characteristic of hospice care
providers, our staff met the challenge head on.
Within days of learning of the need to socially
distance, our IT Specialist began evaluating and
implementing telehealth programs for use in
communicating with patients and families. Our
free bereavement services went virtual with
online support groups and sessions. Generous
volunteers and community members donated
supplies and handmade masks for our patients
and their caregivers.

Staff acclimated to social distancing, working
remotely and holding meetings via video
conferencing. Across the organization there was
a synergy and motivation to keep our patients as
the top priority, no matter how intimidating the
pandemic and the “new normal” may seem.
Social distancing can be quite isolating,
especially for the elderly and home bound. Our
homecare staff, palliative care program staff and
caregivers have been able to provide in-home
support for families during every step of this
challenging crisis. At the Emogene Dolin Jones
Hospice House, extra steps for screening and
sanitization are taken to ensure visitors can
spend precious moments with their loved ones.
No matter the obstacle, Hospice of Huntington
and Tri-State LifeCare will continue to provide
the excellent care our community has come to
expect while doing our utmost to ensure the
health and safety of our staff and patients.

Melanie Hall, President & CEO

Providing care for a loved one with a
chronic or end-stage illness can be
exhausting physically, emotionally and
mentally.
Often
called
“caregiver
burnout,” this exhaustion can set in when
caregivers don’t receive the help they
need or try to do more than they are
physically, financially or emotionally
able. It may lead to feelings of guilt
when they are able to step away to rest
or take time for themselves. Stress can
negatively impact the caregiver’s health
and relationships over time.
We often hear from exhausted, frustrated and overwhelmed caregivers. To help meet the
need for support in our community, we launched the Tri-State LifeCare Caregiving
program in 2019. This private duty caregiving program provides help with daily
activities such as companionship, meal preparation, transportation, light housekeeping,
hygiene and more. Our personalized services are available seven days a week and care is
always provided by highly trained and certified professionals. Call us at 304-399-0225
today to find out more about how we can help.

November is National Family Caregivers Month
If you know someone providing care for a loved one, consider taking a
moment to send a note of encouragement, make a meal or provide a
listening ear. Lending your support can make all the difference!
Download a free printable card at tristatelifecare.org.

“We were able to spend time with him and keep him home where he wanted to
be … The journey has been difficult and we would not have made it through
without the care and support you provided.”

Bereavement Calendar of Events
OCTOBER - DECEMBER 2020

All groups are are held virtually via teleconference. Call in numbers and log-in links are provided only to registered participants.

Anticipatory Grief

The Grief Journey
Through this class, explore various aspects of grief and ways of
coping with life changes after a loved one dies.

Wednesdays at 1pm
October 7, 14, 21, 28 , November 4 and 11

Grieving sometimes begin before the loss occurs. Join either of
the following calls to receive support in grieving an anticipated
loss.

November 12 at 1pm
December 8th at 6pm

Coping with the Holidays
Celebrating the holidays while grieving may present special challenges. Join us for support and to learn helpful coping strategies.

November 19 at 1pm

December 10 at 6pm

Upcoming Events

Your donation
makes a
difference.
Scan to visit our
donation portal:

National Hospice & Palliative Care
Month - November 2020

Throughout the month of November, we will
be working to raise awareness of hospice and
palliative care services. Watch our website
and social media for information and events!

Light-a-Life Trees

Thank you!

Each December, Hopice of Huntington
provides the opportunity to remember a
loved one with a candle on a Memorial Tree
in locations around the community. To
receive a candle card, call us at 304-529-4217.

Volunteer Highlight: Prayer Shawls
It’s often the personal touches that mean the
most. Many of the families we have served
would say one of the most special personal
touches Hospice of Huntington offers is our
handmade prayer shawls. Started over a decade
ago by HOH volunteer Jean
Ramsey, this program has flourished over
the years, providing comfort to
hundreds of patients.

Each year dozens of crafters and groups spend
countless hours knitting and crocheting
beautiful pieces and praying over or blessing
each one. Nurses and social workers select the
perfect shawl to deliver as a source of peace and
comfort to the patient and family. Special red,
white and blue patriotic prayer shawls are
created especially for the veterans we serve.
When COVID-19 social distancing kept our
patient care and office volunteers at home, our
crafters were able to keep right on track with
their work, providing both shawls and masks
during the pandemic.
The beauty of the prayer shawl program is that
anyone can volunteer their time for Hospice of
Huntington easily from the comfort of home.
Each and every gift is appreciated and makes a
personal impact on those in our care. Thank you,
prayer shawl crafters, for your hard work!

MUSOP Hits the
Greens for HOH

Congratulations to Martha
Persinger on her retirement as
director of the volunteer program
after over 10 years of service.

Gayle Brazeau, Dean of the Marshall
University School of Pharmacy and Hospice
of Huntington board member, and Lisa Nord,
arranged for a group of sixteen student
volunteers to assist with running the Heating
up the Greens golf scramble in August.
Volunteers worked hard setting up,
registering participants, tearing down,
serving lunch,
helping with on-course
contests and more.
Thank you, MUSOP!

Prior to her employment with HOH,
Martha served as a hospice volunteer.
We thank Martha for her dedication
and passion for hospice care.

Heating up the Greens Golf Scramble
Nineteen teams took to the course on August 17
for the 18th Annual Heating up the Greens golf
scramble. Thank you to the golf planning
committee, Friends of Hospice volunteers,
MUSOP volunteers and our generous sponsors
for making this year's event a success!
Flight 1 Winners:
1st: Pritchard Electric Team 1
2nd: Hall Funeral Home
3rd: IBEW Local 317

Flight 2 Winners:
1st: Moses AutoMall
2nd: River Park Hospital
3rd: Somerville & Co.

Run to Remember Virtual 5K
Our first ever virtual race took place July 10-12
with nearly 100 people participating. Thank
you to our Development Committee and our
generous sponsors for their support.
Overall Male:

Huntington
Mall

1st: Brayden Gilpin
2nd: Jacob Roman

3rd: Jeremy McAleer

Overall Female:
1st: Jennifer Welker

2nd: Holly Hickman

3rd: Miranda Lough

Central Sales
Company

20 % of West Virginia residents and 17 %
of Ohio residents are over age 65. With
a steady increase in chronic conditions
such as congestive heart failure (CHF),
chronic obstructive pulmonary disease
(COPD) and diabetes, the need for
hospice care will only continue to grow
in the coming decades. It is our
commitment to the community to ensure
no patient goes without our care and
support due to financial hardship.
That’s why the Hospice of Huntington
Endowment Trust was established in
2013, as a sustainable and reliable level
of support for Hospice of Huntington
now and in future generations.

Ways to Give
Consider a gift through:
Cash donation
Will or living trust
Beneficiary designations
Life Insurance
Gifts to the Endowment Trust are
invested and Hospice of Huntington
may only spend a small portion of the
income from these investments each
year. This provides a long-lasting
source of income for Hospice of
Huntington for years to come.

Contact Karen Dickson, Director of Planned Giving & Major Gifts, at 304.633.2169 or
kdickson@hospiceofhuntington.org for more information.

Follow us on
social media!

@HospiceofHuntington
@HospiceofHuntington
@HospiceofHuntington

West Virginia Hospice Services are Second in the Nation!
According to Hospice Analytics, hospices in
West Virginia are ranked #2 nationally in
combined Medicare quality and customer
satisfaction measures.

Fundraising Gets Creative—and Delicious!—During COVID-19
Like all nonprofit organizations, we learned
flexibility was key for our fundraisers in 2020.
The Friends of Hospice volunteers and
Development Committee went straight to work
brainstorming fresh ideas, and quickly decided
to take things virtual! In July, volunteer Lisa
McComas rallied several of her friends to
organize a virtual dessert auction on Facebook,
raising $5,500 with nearly 50 sweet treats sold.

Items were donated by local bakeries,
volunteers, HOH staff and community
members, with bids reaching upwards of $250
for a few coveted cakes. The event’s success
led to the planning of a similar auction for fall
and holiday wreaths which will be taking place
on Facebook in October. Follow Hospice of
Huntington on Facebook at
@HospiceofHuntington for updates!

HOH Welcomes New Volunteer Coordinator
Hospice of Huntington welcomes Donna May to
the staff as Volunteer Coordinator. Donna has over
22 years of experience working with volunteers
and brings a wealth of knowledge to the
organization. We are excited to have her on our
team!
To learn how to become a Hospice of Huntington
volunteer, contact us at 304.529.4217 or
info@hospiceofhuntington.org.

Contact Karen Dickson, Director of Planned
Giving & Major Gifts, at 304-633-2169 or
kdickson@hospiceofhuntington.org
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If you or your family has a loved one
in need of our services, we are here for you.
If you have ideas about ways we can
better serve you, we are here to listen.

Call us today at
(800) 788-5480.
Serving Cabell, Lincoln, Mason and Wayne Counties
and Southern Ohio.
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