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Much	about	the	healthcare	industry	has	evolved
over	 the	 past	 four	 decades.	 The	 way	 medical
care	 is	 delivered	 and	 funded	 has	 changed
dramatically	 with	 advances	 in	 technology	 and
new	understanding	of	disease	processes.	

Since	 1982,	 Hospice	 of	 Huntington	 has	 been
meeting	 these	 challenges	 and	 changes	 with	 a
spirit	 of	 compassion	 for	 the	 patients	 and
families	who	need	our	care.	We	know	navigating
the	 healthcare	 system	 and	 finding	 care	 for	 a
loved	 one	 with	 a	 serious	 illness	 is	 a	 daunting
task,	and	we	are	honored	to	help.

As	we	celebrate	our	40th	anniversary,	coming	on
the	 heels	 of	 a	 global	 pandemic	which	 changed
the	face	of	healthcare	once	again,	we	honor	the
legacy	 of	 those	 who	 paved	 the	 way.	 We
remember	 those	 patients	 and	 families	 who	 we
have	 had	 the	 honor	 to	 serve.	 	 We	 renew	 our
commitment	 to	 compassionate	 physical,
emotional	 and	 spiritual	 care	 for	 those	 with	 a
life-limiting	illness.

In	 honor	 of	 this	 milestone,	 we	 are	 asking
families	 who	 have	 experienced	 hospice	 care	 to
"Share	Your	Story"	with	us	via	 the	 links	 found
in	this	newsletter.	Thank	you	for	sharing!

With	gratitude,

Hospice of Huntington
celebrates 40 years in 2022

President	&	CEO

Above (L-R): Charlene Farrell (former CEO), Laura Darby
(founder) and Melanie Hall (current CEO)
Photo courtesy of Rick Lee.
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On	 July	 12,	 1982,	 Laura	Darby	 and	her	 staff	 of
volunteer	 nurses	 accepted	 the	 first	 Hospice	 of
Huntington	 patient.	 The	 organization	 had	 been
incorporated	 only	 four	months	 before,	 and	was
based	 out	 of	 the	 Cabell	 County	 Health
Department	 where	 Darby's	 fledgling
organization	had	been	granted	just	one	desk	and
one	 phone.	 Darby	 had	 set	 about	 creating	 a
hospice	 from	 the	 ground	 up	 after	 basing	 her
senior	nursing	school	project	on	the	philosophy.
At	 that	 time,	 hospice	 was	 a	 relatively	 new
concept,	the	first	American	hospice	having	been
founded	only	8	years	earlier,	but	Darby	saw	the
need	and	made	it	a	reality	in	short	order.	

Darby	 carefully	 assembled	 a	 board	 of	 directors,
gathering	 representatives	 from	 the	 local
hospitals,	 Marshall	 University,	 legal	 counsel,
clergy,	 the	 Junior	 League	 and	 the	 community.
She	 enlisted	 the	 help	 of	 Dr.	 J.	 David	 Daniels,
who	would	serve	on	the	board	and	later	become
Hospice	of	Huntington's	medical	director.	

A	year	 later,	Darby	was	 able	 to	 secure	donated
space	 in	 a	 former	 guest	 room	 at	 the	 Prichard
hotel,	 where	 medical	 supplies	 were	 stacked	 on
shelves	 over	 the	 bathtub.	 From	 these	 humble
beginnings,	the	organization	moved	to	the	third
floor	 of	 the	 parish	 house	 at	 Trinity	 Episcopal
Church	and	eventually	to	its	current	location	at
1101	Sixth	Avenue.

Laura Darby
(left) in nursing
school and
(right) in 2021
at the Emogene
Dolin Jones
Hospice House.
Photo courtesy
of  Rick Lee.

Laura Darby
(left) and Dr. J.
David Daniels,
former medical
director,  (right)
bearing the
signature
Hospice candle .

Now, 40 years later, Hospice of Huntington
has served over 22,000 patients across two states.

 L-R: Charlene Farrell, Laura Darby, Melanie Hall
Photo courtesy of Rick Lee.

In	November	1983,	Charlene	Farrell	was	hired	as
the	 first	 paid	 Executive	 Director.	 Three	 years
later,	 Hospice	 of	 Huntington	 became	 the	 first
hospice	in	West	Virginia	to	be	granted	Medicare
certification.	 In	 1991,	 	 Farrell	 was	 granted	 the
honor	 of	 testifying	 before	 the	 Senate	 Veteran's
Affairs	 Committee	 regarding	 access	 to	 hospice
services	for	the	veteran	population.	

During	Farrell's	 30	years	of	 leadership,	Hospice
of	 Huntington's	 reach	 expanded	 to	 serve	 four
surrounding	West	 Virginia	 counties,	 as	 well	 as
southern	Ohio.

Four Decades of Caring



Charlene Farrell
(left), President
& CEO 1983 -
2014 and
Melanie Hall
(right) President
& CEO 2014 -
present.

Charlene Farrell speaks at the ribbon cutting for the new
hospice house on June 5, 2006.

Hall	 jumped	 into	 the	 roll	with	 enthusiasm	 and
quickly	began	formulating	plans	 for	a	palliative
care	 program.	 This	 branch	 of	 the	 organization
could	 help	 patients	 sooner	 than	 the	 6-month
eligibility	 window	 for	 hospice	 patients	 under
Medicare	guidelines.	The	new	palliative	program
was	 named	 Tri-State	 LifeCare,	 which	 began
serving	 patients	 with	 palliative	 care	 needs	 in
2018.	The	programs	of	Tri-State	LifeCare	include
home	medical	 services,	 private	 duty	 caregiving,
respite	 care	 and	 another	 new	 service	 line
coming	 in	 2022	 to	 assist	 seniors	 in	 our
community.	It	is	one	of	the	many	ways	Hospice
of	 Huntington	 continues	 the	 legacy	 of	 caring
started	by	Laura	Darby	forty	years	ago.

With	 tremendous	 support	 from	 the	 community,
Farrell	 and	 her	 team	 broke	 ground	 on	 the
Emogene	Dolin	Jones	Hospice	House,	a	beautiful
14-bed	 inpatient	 	 unit	 designed	 for	 pain	 &
symptom	 management	 and	 end-of-life	 care,	 in
April	 2005.	 	 Throughout	 her	 tenure,	 Farrell
understood	 the	 ways	 healthcare	 was	 changing,
and	 the	 need	 to	 prepare	 for	 the	 aging	 baby
boomer	population.	 In	preparation,	 the	Hospice
of	 Huntington	 Endowment	 Trust	 was	 founded
in	2013	 to	provide	 revenue	 for	 the	organization
in	 the	 coming	 generations.	 Farrell	 made	 the
decision	to	retire	in	June	2014	and	Melanie	Hall
was	selected	as	her	replacement.

Photos courtesy of Rick Lee.

Hospice of Huntington will celebrate
"Four Decades of Caring" with a special
evening of dinner and shared memories
this fall. For more information on
sponsoring a table or attending, please
call 304.529.4217.

YOUR	STORY
Scan with your smartphone
camera app to find out how you
can share your hospice story in
honor of our anniversary.

No smartphone? No problem! Visit our website at

www.hospiceofhuntington.org or call 304.529.4217 to

request a form.



View our Annual Remembrance Service now at hospiceofhuntington.org.
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Bereavement Calendar of Events

All meetings will be held both in-person at 1101 6th Avenue and online via GoToMeeting. Upon registration please let us know

which you prefer. Social distancing and masks required for in-person attendance. 

Free, socially distanced in-person and virtual sessions

are available for anyone in the community who has

experienced the loss of a loved one.

To schedule, contact us at 304-529-4217.

April 23 & 24, 2022
Howell’s Mill Christian Assembly Camp | Ona, WV

Traditional CGG Day Camp Take-Home Backpacks
Call 304.529.4217

to schedule pickup at one of our locations.

Two options available for your family's best fit!

Call 304.529.4217 to register today!

Coping with Loss of a Parent
April 12 at 1pm
May 17 at 3:30pm

2nd and 4th Wednesday at 3pm
April 13 & 27, May 11 & 25, June 8 & 22

Grieving the Loss of a Spouse

Parents who have lost children at all ages and stages

are invited to participate. 

Coping with the Loss of a Child

1st and 3rd Wednesday at 3pm
April 6 & 20, May 4 & 18, June 1 & 15 

http://hospiceofhuntington.org/


Hospice Welcomes New Volunteer Coordinator

Hospice	 of	 Huntington	 is	 pleased	 to	 introduce	 Alisha
Adkins,	AAC	as	the	new	Volunteer	Coordinator.	Alisha	is
a	native	of	the	Barboursville,	WV	area	and	has	worked	in
the	healthcare	industry	for	nearly	30	years.	She	has	had	a
strong	 focus	 on	 promoting	 health	 care	 for	 seniors	 and
volunteer	 coordination.	 She	 has	 also	 been	 involved	 in
coordinating	 local	 support	 groups	 and	networking	groups
in	the	area.		Alisha	is	widely	looked	upon	as	an	expert	in
promoting	 senior-focused	 activities,	 overseeing	 and
promoting	volunteers.			
	
Alisha	 is	 a	 graduate	 of	 Marshall	 University	 with	 an
Associate	Degree	in	Applied	Science	and	also	completed	a
Professional	Administrative	Assistant	Certificate	program.		
Her	 hobbies	 are	 spending	 time	 with	 her	 family,	 playing
the	piano,	attending	and	singing	in	church	and	she	enjoys
being	outdoors.	

Do you have a story?

Have you or your family been impacted by a

hospice volunteer? Did you choose to

volunteer because your loved one was

served by hospice? We would love to hear all

about it!

Heating Up
the Greens

20TH

ANNUAL

G O L F  S C R A M B L E

P R E S E N T E D  B Y

Monday, August 8

Share
YOUR	STORY

Stories shared with us may be utilized on 

social media, our website, and video 

presentations at our 40th anniversary 

celebration! Scan the code with your camera

app, visit hospiceofhuntington.org or call us at

304.529.4217 for more information!



HouseCall
CAPITAL  CAMPAIGN

Over	 the	 past	 several	 months,	 volunteers	 and
staff,	 with	 the	 help	 of	 many	 generous	 donors,
have	 been	 working	 to	 renovate,	 refurbish	 and
replace	 items	 at	 the	 Emogene	 Dolin	 Jones
Hospice	 House.	 The	 "House	 Call"	 Capital
Campaign	 has	 raised	 over	 $200,000,	 which	 has
been	 utilized	 for	much-needed	 upgrades	 to	 the
facility.	

Recent	 updates	 include	 new	 flooring	 in	 staff
areas,	 new	 countertops,	 refrigerator	 and
furniture	in	the	family	kitchen,	a	new	nurse	call
system,	 interior	painting	and	new	patient	 room
furnishings,	 including	bariatric	beds	and	chairs.
Additional	donations	in	the	coming	months	will
help	 to	 provide	 televisions	 for	 patient	 rooms,
exterior	 cleaning	 and	 painting,	 and	 more.
Furniture	 designed	 to	 withstand	 medical-grade
cleaners	was	specifically	chosen	for	longevity.

Thank you to our donors!

2021	 marked	 the	 fifteenth	 anniversary	 of	 the
Hospice	 House,	 which	 has	 provided	 care	 for
patients	since	2006.	These	updates	to	the	facility
and	 it's	 furnishings	 will	 allow	 the	 EDJHH	 to
continue	 providing	 compassionate	 care	 in	 a
peaceful,	 comforting	 atmosphere	 for	 years	 to
come.

For	 more	 information,	 contact	 Karen	 Dickson,
Director	of	Planned	Giving	and	Major	Gifts,	 at
304.633.2167.



Thank you to the Woman's Club of
Huntington for their recent donation of a
stainless steel refrigerator for the family
kitchen at the Emogene Dolin Jones
Hospice House as part of the "House Call"
Capital Campaign Pictured are Carolyn
Myrwold and Judy Short presenting the
check to Karen Dickson, Director of Planned
Giving & Major Gifts.

Your donation makes a difference.
Scan to visit our 
donation portal:

The 2021 Light-a-Life Tree Campaign kicked
off on November 29. During the holiday
season, trees were placed at the Huntington
Mall and various locations across our service
area. Candle cards were placed in honor or
memory of loved ones raising $24,000 in
support of hospice patient and family
programs and services.

Brown Dog Yoga also hosted their own Light-
a-Life Memorial tree, collecting donations for
Hospice of Huntington. We appreciate the
support of all our community partners!

Help	us	ensure	hospice	services	are
available	for	patients	and	families	for
many	generations	to	come.	Gifts	to
the	Hospice	of	Huntington
Endowment	Trust	may	include	cash
gifts,	securities,	wills,	living	trusts,
beneficiary	designations	or	life
insurance.	

For more information, contact Karen Dickson at
304.633.2169 or kdickson@hospiceofhuntington.org.

Mail cash or check to:
Hospice of Huntington

PO Box 464
Huntington, WV  25709

Call with a credit card:

304.529.4217

Thank you!



Four Decades of Caring
"House Call" Capital Campaign
New Volunteer Coordinator

Sharing

If you or your family has a loved one
in need of our services, we are here for you.

If you have ideas about ways we can
better serve you, we are here to listen.
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